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A FALL CHALLENGE

What a great time to be alive! With
all of the doom and gloom in our
daily news, and all of the predictions
of calamity ahead, this is a time of
opportunity for the church of Jesus
Christ You say, #ABut
and fewer people attending church,
and so many skeptics doubting our

Chri st i darhaRaist t.rau ¢
s ele

most of those people haven 6 t
the real church alive. Billy Graham
sai d, AThey tasted
religion to be immunized against
catching the real

Many church attenders come
looking for trouble. They expect the
church to disappoint them, and
guess what? It happens. Self-
fulfilling prophecies take place every
Sunday. But like anything
worthwhile in life, they need to sift
through the chaff and hype, ignore
the stereotype, really take their Faith
for a complete test-ride, and come
back hungering for more.

They need to try a church where
members are real. Where people
admit their mistak
forgiveness, and seek His help in
overcoming them. They need to find
Sunday School teachers who are
genuinely interested in sharing the
rich truths of God
it each week by their devoted study
and preparation. They need to be in
class with students who really want
their Faith to be stretched and grow.
They need to hear music sung by
people who are interested in
impressing only their Creator, not

other people. They need to abandon

t h eonae-buin e d autions and

reach out to God in heart-felt praise.

this one.
Ve haveQeW

or assist in l&indi??q hr(a/pjor them,
€ 3nd tht fo look forfvdtcPto their

. you WI help, them fin
hur

rY&u guessed it, they need to come
to the Baptist Church of West
Chester and give us a real try. You
could see that one coming,cou | d n

you? But |Ayoung er i o
couple recently moved, but on their
|l ast Sunday with u
we can find another church just like

0
er
With Fall upon us, | want to lay
down a challenge for each of you
' reaBngtthis (and maybe you need
"o make it recommended reading for
others also). In the next six months,
| Wt fou 6 BsR (‘5'0916 bring
omeone to,your mind and heart
Ho Re®ds 4 church just like ours. |
want you to make them a priority for
your devotions, your prayer life, and
your warm Christian witness for the
next six months.

You need to share with them what
you aredoing. Youdr e not
their names on any list, nor sharing
their information with anyone else.
You are just concerned about them
and think that Jesus can make a
difference in their lives. Let them
know you are praying for them daily,
that you are available to help them

responding positively to your
invitation. Promise them that if our
church doesnot wor
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Is that asking a lot of you? Maybe,
maybe not. Some of you do this
routinely.1 6 m amazed
testimony of so many of our
members who remember clearly
who first influenced their decision to
come to BCWC. | snd
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Children's Program
During Worship
11:10 a.m.

Youth Group
5:30 p.m.
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Check us out on Facebook!

If you would like to receive updates

of what is happening at BCWC, just
click on the #ALi ke
Facebook and you will automatically
receive updates!

Contact Caron Cramer if you would
like an event or pictures posted on
Facebook. Enjoy!

Vonthe Web
Be sure to regularly visit our Web

site at bcwc.org. ltds | oad
information, offers access to video
clips, and will soon have a calendar

of meetings and events.

Food Bank Collection
for Salvation Army

First & Third Sundays
of the Month
There is an urgent need
for the following items:
infant formula, baby foods,
canned meats,
soup, peanut butter, jelly,
cereal, and paper products.

Thank you to Melissa Myers
for coordinating
the Food Bank Collection.

Medical Equipment

Available
The Trustees have a small inventory
of medical equipment available for
loan. Please contact Bill Moyer or
one of the Trustees for arrange-
ments and a list of equipment items
to borrow.
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o Ghanaeb ¢haimRehearsal

Choir rehearsal resumes
on Thursday,
September 1, at 7 p.m.
If you are interested in joining the
choir, please contact Jennifer Force
at jenniferforce@gmail.com.

Young at Heart

September 20
Chester County Day

ed wi t lOctober 18

Rainbow Theatre

November 15
Guest Speaker
Rev. Lauren Meiswinkel

December
We will not meet in December.

Young at Heart meets
the 3" Tuesday of the month
at 10 a.m. for coffee and
fellowship, followed by
lunch and a program.
We invite you to join us
and bring a friend.

Recy,
T\ b 0/,
B Rt X

Ink Jet Cartridges
Place your cartridges in the box in
Lowry Hall mar ked
The money goes toward food and
aid for youth trips. Ask your family,
friends and co-workers if you can
have their empty cartridges, too.
Thanks for your support! J

Luncheon

Lunch? Prospective
Members

As we look forward to the fall
season, | want to suggest a new
approach to a New Members class.
Usually we offer those classes
during the Sunday School hour. This
makes it difficult for some people to
attend. So we are going to try a new
way.

Several Sundays this fall, we will
invite you to stay after Worship for a
short while. We will have some
lunch brought in, eat together, and
have a brief session studying the
ANew Li f\Weowil baveotliree
or four classes this way, all
scheduled to meet your schedule.
At the end of the classes we will
discuss baptism and the various
ways people can join the Baptist
Church of West Chester.

If you have been thinking about
baptism or church membership, |
invite you to let me know. When we
have sufficient people ready, we will
set dates and begin the classes.
Obviously, there is no obligation on
your part. If you are just curious, feel
free to attend. There will be no
pressure from our end. The lunch
will be free, and one or two Deacons
will be present to assist us.

| hope you will give this serious
consideration. Or if you know of
someone who could benefit from
such a class, feel free to invite them,
even if you have to volunteer to
Eom® With tResn4Memisel aré also
welcome for a refresher course in
our Christian Faith, 101. Call the
office, or speak to me personally.

| will be delighted to include you.

Pastor Dan


mailto:jenniferforce@gmail.com

Past or Os(CoRieupddremipage 1) Pastoral Search Committee

If you want to confidentially write their name(s) on a card,

along with your name, | will covenant to pray together

X A ; d Seay ommitte been meeting with
with you for Godos blessings %-gfdid?atgsrl?ﬁs@umrnzr?n% earing them preach at

What do you say? Are you up to the challenge? neutral pulpits. The committee should know by the end of
the summer whether any of the candidates will be
Y Y Y Y considered for the pastor position, or if they will have to
meet with additional candidates. Please continue to pray
The church needs to know how hard the Search for wisdom and guidance as they search for the next
Committee has been working to find your next pastor. | pastor of our church.

am aware of how many meetings they have had; how
many phone calls they have made; and how many
contacts and interviews they have conducted. While they

candt share confidences with L&IGW@JdSpruCle’mﬂe&neu

diligent efforts on your behalf.

We need to continue praying for them daily, not only as a
whole, but individually as they spend their energies for
the future of BCWC. As a reminder to pray, their names
are: Mary Helen Barnett, Mike Coles, Dena Colson, Stan
Cramer, Fran Homer, Ryan Jeffries, Bill Moyer, Boyd
Myers, and Glen Stuart. You also need to know that | am
supporting them by my commitment to you for the
foreseeable future.

| also want to urge you to read the article for new
members, and, in light of the above challenge, think
about inviting friends, family members and others to
check out this new approach to an inquirerséclass.

Financial Stewardship Report
January 17 June 30, 2011

BCWC6és operating manual call s
Arendt you glad God has al | ¢w&@mmiteedoensyre thaj fileeChiych is ypeafed at leastm e
of history, His will to accomplish and enjoy? quarterly regarding total financial giving and budgetary
needs. 0
Pastor Dan
Here is the result from the recently completed first half
of the year:
/\ Anticipated Giving (tithes & offerings) = $130,000
L2 RRARARR e, Actual Giving = $131,526.27
A AR J

Thank you for being faithful in your financial stewardship!
ACT IN FAITH
OF GREATER WEST CHESTER Did you know that the saints in glory also provide financial
support? As a result of their estate plans (some made

ASSiStingmﬂﬂ‘nmunity TOQEther- -+ decades ago) in the form of bequests through their wills,

- Ai r congregation is blessed with an endowment fund.
We ACT In Faltﬁljjring the first two quarters of 2011, income of $10,000

ACT in Faith is an interfaith ministry that seeks to provide was received from the endowment interest. This helped
physical, financial and spiritual support, to those in the meet budgetary needs that totaled nearly $140,000.
Greater West Chester Area whose basic human needs
are going _unr_net by o When many of us are traveling during the last days of
{ facilitating communication summer, it is not uncommon for Sunday-to-Sunday
{I coordinating support and offerings to be below normal. Toguarant ee t hi s do
fI supplementing resources to broaden the reach of happen, please consider giving your tithe or offering for
existing social services and programs. each Sunday in August and September. If possible,

Need reaches across all faiths...and now, so dgeE¢{g]fye Sundays you are on vacation before you
eave can'ensure good personal and congregational

actinfaithgwc.org financial stewardship. Again, thank you!
3




Board of Deacons

Since our next Diaconate meeting (summer meeting)
will not take place until after this Messenger deadline,
the Board cannot share finalized plans for fall events

at this time.

However, we are considering plans for another series
of Wednesday evening services sometime this fall led
by Pastor Dan. (The Deacons and everyone at BCWC

soappreciatePast or Dandés willing
serve our church family any way he can.)

We are also considering the possibility of a church-

wide prayer meeting focusing on the search for our

new pastor.

As we begin our new church year, may we remember
thatwe worshipaGodfiwho i s abl e to
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine,

according to His power thatisat wor k wi t hi
Ephesians 3:20

Paul Banyacski

Board of Christian

Education

GET UP for Jesus

As summer ends and f al getuppp

and head back to Sunday School. There are classes for
everyone. Our t heme tJhe ssu sy, ed
building on themes introduced during VBS:

Meet Up with Jesus, and learn who Jesus is.

1 John 4:9: This is how God showed his love among
us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that
we might live through him.

Look Up to Jesus, and learn why we can trust Him.
Psalm 56:3: When | am afraid, | will trust in you.

Join Up with Jesus, and learn why we need Him.
John 14:6: Jesus answered,
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
throughMe . 0

n

d

n
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Open Up to Jesus, and learn how He can help us
when we mess up.

Daniel 9:9: The Lord our God is merciful and
forgiving, even though we have rebelled against Him.

Fire Up for Jesus, and learn about what He wants
us to do.

Matthew 28:19-20: A Therefore go an
of all nations, bapuzmg them in the name of the
€s Igathér 8nd & t%e Bn aﬁdr})fqhe Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded
you. And surely | am with you always, to the very end
of the age. o
Jesus has commanded us to Get Up for Him.
o T WhenJesus sayp fitey Bpe he:
words.
u s . IyMatthew 9 and in John 5, Jesus commanded
t wo i nv@dtupdsndt ovafl k. 0O
T When Jesus sayshé@égGear &Jpwo
new life.
In Mark 5 and in Luke 7, Jesus brought two
children back to life with the word s , i | say
getup! o
T When Jesus sayshéwear &pwo
comfort.

In Matthew 17, the disciples were terrified at His
Transfiguration. But Jesus came and touched

t he@etufi 6 he said. ADondt
T When Jesus s,aytsth éysrdshof & p
encouragement.

oache Ig the Gagden of Gethsgmane; Lyke 22 tells us

hat Jesus told his
ousleem’)Getu and ray. o
|, seppeamand bray

q Wh en
command.
In Acts 9, Saul encountered the risen Lord on the

sl eep

Jesus sayshéﬁearwpa

road to Damascus. iwWho are
asked. i am Jesus, whom
he r epl iogetdpand obonto the city, and

you will be told what you must do.

We invite you to come out to Sunday School this fall and
GET UP for Jesus!

a Molhdses Yot Al Ay ds Bgin
September 11 at 9:30 a.m.
All are welcome.

il



Board of Missions BCWC Womends Min

BCWC Mission Trip to Haiti Mark your calendar for our Kick-off Event on
Monday, September 197

A mission trip can be a life-changing experience.

Over the years, BCWC has sponsored a number of Potluck Supper in Lowry Hall i Special Program with

mission trips. After Mike Coles' report about his Haiti Lois Olmstead

mission trip earlier this year, our Missions Board would Acclaimed author Lois Olmstead is coming to West

like to sponsor a Haiti mission trip, April 7 to 14, 2012. Chester, PA! The women of BCWC and friends are

I'f youobre interested in infor matditojon togetherdol anbverng of fur, laugtitep b e

done, health requirements and costs, see Mike Coles or and spiritual encouragement.

Josh Yarnall. Maybe God is opening a door for you to go

i or help pay for another person to go. Lois was a featured speaker at the American Baptist
Womends Ministries Conference
received the Montana American Cancer Society Hugh B.

/ WO RLD Anderson Award for outstanding courage while facing the

M I SS I O N challenge of cancer. With a sense of humor, Lois says
she has raised At hree sons, o)
FFER l NG Plan to come and invite a friend!

The Fall Kickoff of ABW will feature a pot-luck dinner at
6:30 p.m. followed by an inspirational program given by
Lois. Keep your eyes and ears open for more details
Heal the sick who are . L
APers and reil ther: about this exciting event.

“The kingdom of God
Is near you.™
LUNE 02

A2 &

Live the Word»> Proclaim the Word>Be Transformed

PROJECT"

On July 29, the total number of pennies raised by
American Baptists to help U.S. children living in poverty
Heal the sick who are there and tell them, was 5,688,376 ($56,883.76).

AThe Kingdom of kedl0:9 s nlear you. 0
BCWC has joined The Penny Project: To date, we have

Through our World Mission Offering gifts, we support the I provided scholarships for children to attend
witness of American Baptist missionaries around the American Baptist champs in PA/Del

world. Watch for details in the bulletin and on the BCWC 1 supported the Care Center for Christ, just two
Website. blocks from our church building

As we return to our fall Sunday worship schedule, the
Penny Project Jar will return to Lowry Hall. This time our
pennies will go to the children who receive care through
the Spanish Health Ministries in Kennett Square.

American Baptist International
. . Bring your pennies and other change on Sunday
Minis tries mornings. Letédés give our change t

children in need.
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THANK Y0
Ry N RO,

Dear Friends,

| was so happy to share my 95" birthday celebration with
all of you at the BCWC. | appreciate your good wishes
and hope you enjoyed the refreshments and our time
together.

Sincerely, Ginnie Ashton

Dear Friends at the BCWC,
| know that | am starting this message incorrectly with an
apology. However, it needs an explanation for the lateness.

When one becomes legally blind, dependency sets in
requiring help .when itéos

I was dumbfounded on the morning of April 16 when one
after another started coming to my door in Coatesville.
Five men and eight ladies helped to move me throughout
the day It was raining outside, but inside there was
kindness, love, and joy.

Howdoeso n e s h o vappeeciadod for such labor?
From the bottom of my heart, thanks to all. For my time
here, you will never be forgotten.
In Christian love, Edna Matthews

The Penny Project
fiWe are reading with excitement what Pennies can do,
and are happy to be the recipient of your Penny Drive.
On behalf of our children, their families, our Board of
Directors and Staff, we thank you so much for the
$300.55 received. We are going to get some publicity out
to let others know that it does not take dollars. One can
do much with pennies and a strong commitment.o
Blondell Parsons, Executive Director
Care Center for Christ

Feedback Concert 2011
ArHANK YOU, THANK YOU! The concert was a great
success and | know that all those who attended had a
really enjoyable time in the sunshine listening to inspiring
music performed by your talented musicians. Your goal
of collecting 500 pounds of food was well and truly
exceeded, with us now registering a new total of
841.5 pounds.o
Gratefully, Fiona M. Allison
West Chester Food Cupboard
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OUR
CHURCH
HISTORY

BCWC History Notes

From the notebook with financial reports and minutes of
the Trustees meeting:

March 28, 1955

Dear Board,

Acting upon a recommendation from the Board of
Deacons, the Music Committee recommends that the
sum of $75 be allotted to the Music Committee for use in
phdagningesuitable special music talent for the summer
months.

When the church choir disbands for the summer, it is the
feeling that our church service is lacking in special music
presentation. In order to make our services more
attractive during these months, vocal soloists and
instrumental musicians could fill the gap. We submit this
recommendation for your consideration that it might be
added to the church proposed budget for 1955-56 to be
presented at the annual church meeting.

H. Harold Bennett

Music Committee
April 13, 1955

Motion was made and carried to authorize Music
Committee to spend up to $75 for special music during
the summer months.

Motion was made and carried authorizing Mr. Craig to
pay Ralph Spiker $6 per Sunday as organist for the early
service.

Motion was made and carried to authorize annual
banquet for Senior Choir on May 5 in Church and bills for
banquet and program are to be turned over to Treasurer
Craig for payment.

A motion was made and carried that should the Church
Council decide to recommend to the congregation that
the parsonage (the church house) be used as a Sunday
School building and a new parsonage be purchased,

this Board recommended to them that the figure be set at
$30,000, and that pledges and cash must be received for
75% of this amount, and $10,000 of same to be in cash.
A motion further carries that all pledges are to be taken
care of within two years.



Youth News

Youth Fall Kick - off

September 11, 2011
Youth CE Class: Each Sunday 9:30 a.m.
Youth Group: Sundays 5:30-8 p.m., dinnerincluded
All youth grades 6 -12 are welcome!
Friends welc ome!
Contact Caron Cramer with questions
610-873-8535 (home),w ebcramers@verizon.net

or Facebook The oillm@e k~ April

Beach trip to Be thany Beach, DE~Bob & Mary Pyle sdhome~June

™ w 'S
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VBS July 18-22, 2011

iJesus an s Wewagtdetrutiband tke tife. t
No one comes to the FJhnh4br except througl

We had a blast! With 55 children and over 40 adult and youth helpers, what else can you expect?

A HUGE thank you to all who parnd®LOOKatPAl N oA BN, @hdPgeto y
OFI RED UPO for Jesus! There were so many bl essings d
someone who was there what some of those blessings were. J
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Crafts

More VBS Fun
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FridayMusic Program

Sunday morning VBS singers
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~ June 30, 2011

Reading Phillies
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