The

Pastor’s Report

AND NOW, FOR THE BEGINNING
OF THE REST OF THE STORY . ..

The day some thought would never
come has arrived oh-so-quickly.
You have called a new pastor!
What an exciting day in the life of
the Baptist Church of West Chester.
And you honored him with a
unanimous call.

Pastor Dave Braneky and | had the
opportunity to meet and compare
notes recently. | was most im-
pressed with his maturity, training
and experience already in his
career. He has really studied this
church, especially its printed
materials, and has a good grasp of
the church and its programs. This
was obvious in the references he
made during his candidating
sermon. (Yes, we confess, Sue and
| snuck into the back to hear him.)

Lest | forget, let me publicly
congratulate and thank the Search
Committee. With the personnel you
selected to represent you, they were
bound to “get it right.” And they did.
The committee went about their
work with prayer, discernment and
thoroughness. And yes, with due
diligence. Search Committee work
is never easy and shouldn’t be, but
your committee served with true
diligence and integrity. Thank you,
one and all, for a job well done.

The committee is not done yet. In
addition to assisting Dave with his
transition and helping to get him
and his family settled in, several
have agreed to serve on the next
Pastoral Relations Committee
which will be reinstituted at the
annual meeting in January.

Now for the difficult part. Dave has
obligations which prevent him from
beginning with you until early
January. Therefore, | have agreed
to stay with you through the
Christmas season. Please don’t
read any reluctance into that state-
ment. Our time with you, going on
two years now, has been a blessing
and pleasure for us, at many levels.
We have made some new lifetime
friendships which will continue to
bless us for years to come.

But the changes are coming. That
means when we finish our work with
you at the end of the year, we really
will cease to function as your interim
pastor. We also will not be attend-
ing any services or programs at

the church for at least the next year.
This is absolutely required to be fair
to Dave and to honor our Code of
Ethics. It also means that if we are
in a social setting with any of you,
we will not discuss the church or
Pastor Dave. We will listen eagerly
to all the good reports, but none of
the complaints, and won’t respond
to either.

Your new pastor deserves every
opportunity to be himself, to share
his gifts and be your new spiritual
leader, and we will do nothing to
deter that from happening. We will
continue to pray for you all regularly,
and expect to hear glowing reports
of progress and growth.

You are a unigue congregation,
blessed with outstanding leadership,
a high level of commitment to Christ
and His work, both locally and
globally through our regional and
denominational relationships.
(Continued on page 7)
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Christmas Decorations

Saturday, November 26
Preparation of decorations

Sunday, November 27
Following worship

West Chester
Old-Fashioned
Christmas Parade

Friday, December 2
6:45 p.m.
(Rain date 12/3)

Come out to see our Living
Nativity float, complete with
Christmas music and costumed
children and adults walking
along the parade route. For
more information contact Bill
Moyer at 610-304-3595 or
bmoyer@pfninc.net.

If you want to be part of the
“cast,” please contact Diane Heald
at nubble2@verizon.net or
610-696-4409

Giving Tree
Sunday, December 4

Please bring your gift on Giving
Tree Sunday, December 4.
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Blessing Tree
Sunday, December 11

Each year we decorate the
Blessing Tree with cards
expressing our thanks for all
the ways God has blessed the
BCWC family in 2011. Thanks
to Dot Pyle for again preparing
the cards.
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Women’s

Christmas Coffee
Saturday, December 10
10 a.m., Lowry Hall

All women and girls are warmly
invited to come and bring
friends. We'll celebrate the
beginning of this holy season
with carols, delicious treats, and
warm fellowship with Christian
sisters.

Christmas Cantata

Sunday, December 18
10:45 a.m.

“Candles & Carols”
A service of hope, peace,
joy, and love.

Come to hear our Christmas
Cantata, featuring the Chancel
Choir under the direction of
Jennifer Force.

Special Advent Fellowship Hour
following worship.

.I.

Schedule of

Christmas Eve Services

Saturday, December 24
Family/Children’s Service, 7 p.m.
Candlelight Service, 10 p.m.

Christmas Day Service

Sunday, December 25
Worship, 10:45 a.m.

Christian Education will not
meet at 9:30 a.m.
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Pastoral Search Committee

Welcome, Pastor Davel!

If you weren’t able to attend the festivities at the
church on October 8 and 9, you missed a wonderful
time. The Search Committee (Ryan Jeffries, Mary
Helen Barnett, Mike Coles, Dena Colson, Stan
Cramer, Fran Homer, Boyd Myers, Glen Stuart and
Bill Moyer, ex-officio) presented the Rev. David
Braneky (Bran’-eh-key) as their candidate for pastor
of the Baptist Church of West Chester.

Saturday morning he met with the leadership of
the church for a time of sharing, questions and
answers, and a devotional. Saturday evening we
had a covered-dish supper and again a time of
sharing, questions and answers, and a devotional.
Sunday morning Pastor Dave visited the various
Sunday School classes and then led us in worship.

Following the service a special business meeting was
held for a motion to call Pastor Dave. The vote was
unanimous! Pastor Dave came forward and accepted
the call. Praise the Lord. It was a very special time as
we came together and rejoiced with God’s choice for
our next spiritual leader.

Pastor Dave has been pastor of Lansdowne Baptist
Church for the past 7 years. He grew up in Ohio
and is a graduate of Messiah College and Eastern
Baptist Theological Seminary (now Palmer
Seminary). He is married to his wife of 10 years,
Leanne Krueger-Braneky. They are expecting their
first child (a boy) in early December.

The Committee has been most impressed with Pastor
Dave’s love for the Lord and his desire to help others
come to experience His love as well. He wants to help
his congregants discern God’s will for the local church —
especially as it relates to the community.

Pastor Dave will begin his ministry with us on January
3, 2012. Please pray for Pastor Dave and Leanne as
they begin to make the transition of leaving their
current church, prepare and welcome their first child,
and then prepare for their ministry with BCWC.

Dear Members of The Baptist Church of West Chester:

| hope this note finds all of you well as you continue to
journey together with Pastor Dan in ministry. Leanne
and | wanted to express how much we enjoyed meeting
everyone on October 8" and 9. While it was a long
weekend, it was a good weekend. The search
committee did a wonderful job. The care they put into
the weekend reflects the care they showed throughout
the entire pastoral search process. They should be
commended for the countless hours they gave of
themselves.

| was pleased to receive and accept your call on Sunday,
October 9™, to be your next Pastor. | look forward to the
many opportunities of ministry and service that will be
afforded me in my ministry with you. My decision to
accept the call was based on my observation that you
want an inspiring worship service and that you are a
church that reaches beyond yourselves into the
community and beyond. | gathered that you are a
ministry/mission-oriented church, and that excites me.
My decision was also based on my observation that the
Spirit of Christ is found among you. It doesn’t take long
to feel the Spirit within your fellowship.

My wife, Leanne, and | are looking forward not only to the
arrival of our first child in December, but also to our
move, our first Sunday, our first year and an extended
ministry of sharing our journeys of faith. May God bless
you and us as we accept the blessings and challenges
God has given.

With love and gratitude,
Rev. David Braneky

Be sure to regularly visit our Web rf)7
site at bcwc.org. It’s loaded with

information, offers access to video '
clips, and will soon have a calendar Visitus

of meetings and events. onthe YVeb




Board of Deacons

Thank You and Welcome!

Thank you, Pastor Dan

The deacons thank Pastor Dan for the very
meaningful Wednesday evening series based on
John Stott’s, “Basic Christianity.” And we thank God
for Pastor Dan’s shepherding of our church family
during the past two years. He has been a wonderful
blessing for all of us.

Welcome, Pastor Dave!

The deacons met with Pastor Dave Braneky on
Saturday, October 8, and were very impressed with
his qualifications to be the pastor of our church family.
We are so pleased that on Sunday, October 9, the
vote was unanimous to call him as our pastor. And

he accepted the call. Praise God! We are excited as
we look forward to serving as your deacons under

his leadership.

Looking Ahead:
e Once again our church will participate in the
Old-Fashioned Christmas Parade on Friday,
December 2.

e The Diaconate will host a time of Advent
Fellowship following the Christmas Cantata
on Sunday, December 18.

e On Christmas Eve there willbe a 7 p.m.
Family/Children’s Service and a 10 p.m.
Candlelight Service.

e Christmas Day, as we celebrate the birth of
our Savior, there will be a worship service at
10:45 a.m. (Christian Education classes will
not meet at 9:30 a.m.)

In the beginning was The Word, and The Word was
with God, and The Word was God.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us.

To all who received him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of
God.

The Stewardship
Commiittee

Financial Stewardship Report
January 1 — September 30, 2011

BCWC'’s operating manual calls for the Stewardship
Committee to ensure that “the Church is updated at least
quarterly regarding total financial giving and budgetary
needs.”

Here is the result of having recently completed three-
quarters of the year:

Budgetary Needs (tithes & offerings) = $195,000.00
Actual Giving = $193,396.49

Being behind by only $1,603.51 is actually commendable
since we had no opportunity to worship together on
August 28 because of Hurricane Irene. This means we
are aware that our giving is based not on whether we are
in the sanctuary but on being good stewards, giving in
response to all of our blessings and provisions from God
as faithful followers of Christ. “On the first day of the
week let every one of you put aside a sum as God has
prospered you....” (1 Corinthians 16:2)

The Stewardship Committee

2012 Is Approaching

I will soon be preparing the offering envelopes for 2012.

If you have not been using envelopes this past year and

would like them for the coming year, please let me know.
You do not have to be a church member to use them.

In our busy lives we often need as much help as we can
get. Offering envelopes provide:

® a weekly reminder of our need to praise God for
His goodness and faithfulness to us

® an opportunity to return to God a portion of what
we’ve been given

® a statement at the end of the year of our total
giving that we can use for income tax filing

Although there are envelopes provided for each week, if
it's easier for you to give monthly rather than weekly, that
is fine also. If you have any questions about your
pledges, statements, or you would like to receive
envelopes for next year, please contact me at 610-692-
3357.

Mary Helen Barnett, Financial Secretary



Board of Christian
Education

Make Way for KFC!

What was once called KidMo!, now has a new name --
KFC, which stands for Kids For Christ. (Thank you again
to all who suggested wonderful names.)

It takes place at the same time during Sunday worship,
starting right after the Children’s Message through the
end of the service. We welcome children ages 5 through
fifth grade. We are currently using a curriculum called
“Friends and Heroes” — a series of animated Bible
adventures for children — along with teaching children
firsthand what it means to be a servant for Him.

| want to thank Jen and Tom Force for helping teach the
children to play chimes, which is still very much a work in
progress. As soon as we are ready, we can’t wait to
share with the congregation what we have learned!

Emily Jeffries, Director of Children’s Ministries

Adult CE Class: The Parables of Jesus

Jesus was a master storyteller. Some of the Gospel's
most memorable passages are stories he told to teach
a lesson — the parables of the Good Samaritan, the
Prodigal Son, the Pharisee and the Publican, the Rich
Man and Lazarus. Join us in Lowry Hall each Sunday
at 9:30 a.m. as we explore the parables of Jesus.

CE Classes for All Ages

Nursery care is provided to the very young among us.
And age-appropriate classes are available for children,
youth and young adults.

During our Worship Hour, babies and toddlers are
cared for in our newly painted first-floor rooms.
Preschoolers and those in Grades K through 5 stay with
parents during the first part of the worship service to
enjoy the Praise Band music and Children’s Sermon.
They then leave the sanctuary for our Kids For Christ
(KFC) program, which meets in a second-floor
classroom.
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ACT IN FAITH

OF GREATER WEST CHESTER

Assisting the Community Together...
We ACT in Faith

ACT in Faith is an interfaith ministry that seeks to
provide physical, financial and spiritual support to
those in the Greater West Chester Area whose basic
human needs are going unmet.

In November 2010, BCWC joined other West Chester
faith communities to respond to this growing need among
those who live outside the doors of our church building.

Often people are in dire situations because they have
lost jobs or been seriously ill. A number of people were
going from church to church for assistance. Now ACT
in Faith provides a central location with an office at Holy
Trinity Church.

Each month a portion of the BCWC Deacons’ Fund is
given to ACT in Faith to combine with funds from other
faith communities. Cliff Erickson, Fran Homer and Anita
Uhl serve on the board of directors.

Since November 2010, ACT in Faith has helped more
than 150 individuals and families (a third of whom are
children) avoid eviction, pay utility bills, and find
resources for food, clothing, transportation, and medical
and school supplies.

Need reaches across all faiths...and now, so does help.

actinfaithgwc.org

Medical Equipment
Available
The Trustees have a small inventory of medical
equipment available for loan. Please contact Bill Moyer
or one of the Trustees for arrangements and a list of
equipment items to borrow.



Board of Missions

With Thanksgiving! Here & Abroad

Our Thanksgiving Offering this year will help meet needs in two ways:
e Our BCWC Deacons’ Fund, which responds to requests for
assistance within our congregation and the West Chester community.

e Encuentro Latino Ministries - Earlier in 2011, this young congregation became a recognized member of
American Baptist Churches USA. Encuentro Latino has strong ministries with Chester County Prison
and on the streets of Coatesville.

50 Churches/50 Children Campaign

During the four Sundays in November (National Adoption Month), our church will join other churches in the
tri-state area in praying for 50 orphaned children. Some are available for adoption through the U.S. state
foster care system, while others wait in orphanages for a “forever family.” The Mid-Atlantic Orphan Care
Coalition partners with Bethany Christian Services to share their stories.

Please watch for the “Waiting Child” stories of these four children in your bulletin and add them to your prayer
list in November.

Shasha, 14 Shawn, 14 May, 3 Tahkem, 13
Pennsylvania Pennsylvania Asia Pennsylvania

RMMO Christmas Offering for
American Baptist Retired Ministers and Missionaries

Through the Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering, American Baptist churches honor dedicated servants,
who have shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ with thousands of people in the U. S. and around the world. The
offering provides emergency and other financial assistance based on need, plus “Thank You” checks to more
than 3,000 retirees with 15 years or more of service.

Note: You may use the Christmas Offering envelope from your envelope box or an RMMO envelope in the
pew racks. Gifts in both envelopes go to the same offering.



BCWC Women’s Ministries

~

“.. Women’s Central Union Fall Gathering — Saturday, November 5

At Upper Merion Baptist Church. Special mission speaker Chris Marziale will share her experiences on mission
tours to Africa and the Dominican Republic. Registration at 9:30 a.m. We will carpool from the church parking lot,
leaving at 8:45 a.m. Sign up in Lowry Hall. Let’s fill the church van for an inspirational morning and lunch!

Women’s Annual Christmas Coffee —

Saturday, December 10, at 10 a.m.

All women and girls are warmly invited to come and bring friends. We'll celebrate the beginning of this holy season
with carols, delicious treats, and warm fellowship with Christian sisters. Come to rejoice in the most precious Gift of
all. More information on this event will follow in Sunday bulletins and on our website at www.bcwc.org.

News from American Baptist Women’s Ministries of PA and DE

e 2011-2012 Region Project — $20,000 to build 5 rubble homes in Haiti
This year Women’s Ministries of Central Union Association is supporting the same project. The women of our
church have budgeted $200 toward this important goal to provide homes for those left homeless after the
hurricane years ago.

¢ Student Loans from ABCOPAD Women’s Ministries
Scholarship loans are available (up to $750 per semester) from the Women’s Ministries of our region.
Information on this program can be found at www.abcopad.com/abwm. Click on “Student Loan” at the top of
the page to view this information.

Two Ways We Can Help

¢ More than Campbell’s Soup Labels! for Murrow Indian Children’s Home
The Campbell’'s Company produces many foods. And now labels from those food products are accepted in
the Campbell's Labels Program. For a complete list, check the women’s bulletin board or see Nancy
McGowan. Our labels provide computers and other needed school supplies at the Murrow Indian Children’s
Home in Muskogee, OK.

e The Penny Project — for children served by our mission partner, The Spanish Ministry of Kennett
Square
Remember your pennies — and other change and bills — for our third year of The Penny Project. Thanks to
many who saved their change over the summer, we have a good start on filling the container this time.



Outreach Ministry Report

The Outreach Team met on October 19, and a sub-
committee of the team also met to discuss the website
and promotion of events at BCWC. We will be
updating the website, making it more user friendly.

We have a grant of $1,000 from the American Baptist
Churches of PA & DE to enhance our website. We
have used $400 to purchase a video camera to use for
the website as well as for Facebook.

If you are interested in helping with our website or
being on the Outreach Ministry Team, contact Caron
Cramer. Thanks to all who have helped and continue
to help us reach people in the name of our Lord! ©

In His service,
Caron Cramer
Team Director

Pastor’s Report (Continued from page 1)

By the way, we owe a debt of gratitude to our Region’s
leaders, particularly Kevin Walden and Frank
Frischkorn, for their help, support and resourcefulness
over the past two years.

You accepted Sue and me into your warm family with
open arms and hearts two years ago, under strain and
pressures. You have allowed me to make suggestions
and opened yourselves to pushing and prodding
toward better goals. You have made us feel welcomed
and loved. And God has blessed with His great mercy,
grace and healing.

| expect nothing less, and even more for Dave and
Leanne and newborn son. What a great gift God is
preparing for BCWC this Christmas!

Thankfully yours, and His,
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BCWC History Notes
History note from September 23, 1911

Last evening, a "Home-Coming Social,” to mark the
return from the summer vacations, was held at the
First Baptist Church, when a very pleasant time was
had.

About an hour was spent in chatting, handshaking
and the like, when Rev. Rufus E. Holder, Ph.D., pastor
of the Olivet Baptist Church, who was present with
Mrs. Holder, was called upon for a few remarks. He
expressed his pleasure in meeting with the members
of the First Church, and thanked them for their cordial
and warm greeting. He entertained with some stories
of life and experience in the South, in Missouri, and

in New England. He spoke of the greatness of the
Baptist denomination, and was gratified to learn of the
warm feeling between the two churches in this
borough. He was greeted with hearty applause as he
concluded his pleasing address.

About the large room were arranged many pretty
flowers of the early Autumn. It had been intended to
have some literary and musical exercises, but the
participants were unable to be present.

A committee of ladies then served ice cream and
cakes, and after a social session the guests departed
homeward.

Food Bank Collection
for Salvation Army

First & Third Sundays of the Month

There is an urgent need for the following items:
infant formula, baby foods, canned meats,
soup, peanut butter, jelly, cereal, and paper products.

Thank you to Melissa Myers
for coordinating the Food Bank Collection.



Youth News

The group is off to a fun start! We kicked off the year with a picnic with the young adults at the Stuarts’ home. Thanks, Glen
& Sue! We are looking forward to a great year together. Thank you, BCWC family for all of your support of our youth!

Kick Off Picnic ~ Soccer under the lights
Andrew Johnson, Andrew Stuart, Elliot Taylor, & Kenyon Wicks

Youth Group Calendar 2011-12

November January

6 YG 5:30-8 p.m., dinner included 1 Happy New Year! No YG
11 (Fri) Movie Night at BCWC 8 YG

13 No YG 15 No YG

18-19 (Fri-Sat) All-night bowling at the Bowling Palace 22 YG

in Downingtown — Midnight to 6 a.m., $25 if

before October 16, $30 after; all-you-can-eat Schedule is subject to change. We will be doing a

pizza and drinks “mission” periodically, and it will take the place of youth
20 No YG . group or meet some other time. Also as events are
27 Happy Thanksgiving! No YG added to the church calendar, we may join in.
December Youth class each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. Youth

group is 5:30-8 p.m., dinner included. All youth grades 6-

2 (Fri) Christmas Parade in West Chester 12 are welcome! Friends always welcome. ©
4 YG
11 No YG Serving the Lord with joy,
18 YG — Christmas Party and Caroling
24 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Service — Youth participate Caron Cramer
25 Merry Christmas! No YG Youth Director



November

Charlotte Parsons
Mie Mie Chit

Tom Esposito
Charlotte Marberger
Emma Burns
David Guie

Diane Webster
Cindy Wilson
Makhi Kennedy
Makayda Kennedy
Janet Speer
Monet Dobrovolec
Daniel Dudt
James Barnett
Mitchel Fisher
Michael Timby
Frank Sanders
Jill Joseph

Carl Fisher

Neil Carpenter
Dot Pyle
Katharine Fisher
Richard Parsons
Paul Norris Jr.
Sandra Hunter
Mary Ellen Fisher
Tihera Wicks

Marriage

Congratulations to Suzanne
Webster and John Pilieri, Jr.,

N o1 g~ Ww

11
12
12
12
15
15
17
17
17
18
19
22
23
24
25
25
27
28
29
29

married at the BCWC on

Saturday, October 22.

p]g)i,rtgﬁday

December
William Lynch 2
Stephanie Hill 3
Gayle Campbell )
Brian Hixson 6
Amanda Huss 6
Mildred Pyle 6
Sarah Vanderlip 6
Jasmin Molina 7
Diane Heald 9
Tristyn Wax 11
Jennifer Hixson 12
Kelsey Miller 12
Jean Barnett 13
Jean Schuh 13
Linda Walton 13
Kelly Burns 15
Naomi Jacobs 17
Matthew Marvin 17
Robert Sharpless 18
Ada Husten 19
Barbara Lynch 25
David Reed 25
Sharon Ryan 27
George Claghorn 29
Craig Snyder 29

If you would like to receive updates

of what is happening at BCWC,
just click on the “Like” button on

Facebook. Contact Caron Cramer

if you would like an event or
pictures posted on Facebook.
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January
Aaron Myrie 3
Caron Cramer 7
Melissa Lewis 7
Diane Treon 9
Paul Norris 10
Jeffrey Huss 11
Mary Pyle 13
Alan Blackburn 14
Richard Speer 14
Daniel MacDonald 16
Sarah Jarrett 19
Troy Molina 19
Donald Vanderlip 19
Ryan Snyder 20
Sam Keirsey 22
Jeannette Stuart 22
Morgan Marberger 24
Douglas Copeland 25
Thomas Yarnall 26
Emma Parsons 27
Wanda Brantley 29

Did we miss you or your loved
one’s birthday? We’'re sorry.
Please let the office know,
and we’ll correct our error
immediately.

Please contact the office with
updates to birthdays, home and
email addresses, and phone
numbers. Please include family
members you would like
remembered.



BCWC Holiday Calendar

“Hanging of the Greens,” First Sunday in_Advent, November 27, 12 noon

Decorating of the Sanctuary and Lowry Hall
(Preparation of Decorations is Saturday, November 26)

Living Nativity Float, Friday, December 2, 7:30 p.m.
Part of West Chester’s Old-Fashioned Christmas Parade
Warm up with cookies and hot cider in Lowry Hall after the parade.

The Giving Tree, Sunday, December 4

Women's Christmas Coffee, Saturday, December 10, 10 a.m.

Celebrate the beginning of this holy season with carols, delicious treats, and fellowship.

The Blessing Tree, Sunday, December 11

Christmas Cantata, Sunday, December 18, 10:45 a.m.
“Candles & Carols”

A service of hope, peace, joy, and love.
Special Advent Fellowship Hour following worship

Christmas Eve Worship Services

Family/Children’s Service, 7 p.m.
Candlelight Service, 10 p.m.

Christmas Day Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.

No Christian Education Classes

Be sure to put these special dates on your holiday calendar.
Invite your family and friends to all of these special events.
11
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Christmas Poinsettia Order Form

i
1") N\
%} FVQ Deadline for ordering your Christmas Poinsettia is

Tv-’, November 27, 2011!

°335R The cost is $9.00 per plant. The plant(s) may be given in honor
0!)’&}8%} of or in memory of a loved one. The Pocopson Home and Genesis Elder Care,

Brandywine Hall, will accept poinsettias for their patients (check the individual
home to see what the rules are) and we will deliver them. We will also deliver to a specific person (LOCAL
ADDRESSES ONLY, PLEASE) if you wish. Please indicate the delivery address when placing your order.
Otherwise, you are responsible for taking your plant(s) after the conclusion of worship Sunday, December 25.

If paying by check, write check to: The Baptist Church Poinsettia Fund, and mail or give to: Beryl Bradley,
1768 Shadyside Road, Downingtown, PA 19335.

If you have any questions, please contact Mary Pyle at 610-812-5568 or Beryl Bradley at 610-486-0784.

Your Name

Check enclosed $ for (qty.) Poinsettia Plant(s)

In memory or in honor of:

I will pick the plant(s) up after the December 25 service.
I will leave the plant(s) for distribution to those who are sick or shut-in.
Please deliver my plant(s) to:

NAME

ADDRESS (Local addresses only please)

CITY, STATE, ZIP

13



