The

Pastor’s Report
CAN IT BE TRUE?

We live in a skeptical age. We've
been trained to doubt the adver-
tising world in general. We expect
to be disappointed by products we
buy. We research warranties and
guarantees diligently because
we’ve come to anticipate breakage
and disappointment. When
someone recommends something
to us, we tend to ask, no matter
the company, the claims, or the
source, “Can it be true?”

Punxsutawney Phil promised us
an early spring. Ha! What a winter
we’ve had. It has reminded many
of their childhoods when winter
snow was a staple. We hurry to
Florida to escape only to find (as
we did) that it isn’t always warm
there either. But they were the
only state without snow on the
ground, at least twice this winter.
“Can it be true?”

My surgeon promised if | had the
shoulder replacement surgery I'd
feel much better in thirteen weeks,
and my pain would be gone. Could
it be true? | hadn’t had a full
night’s sleep in over two years. |
had the surgery. | tried the
shoulder out on the softball field,
and it was true! | did feel better,
the pain is gone, and | can sleep
at night again! Praise God! And
thank you, doctor.

Few people believed that a new
choir director could make much
difference in our music program.
We've always had a strong,
committed choir. But not only do
you hear the difference on Sunday
morning, you should hear the

excitement and anticipation in the
rehearsal room on Thursdays and
before Worship. And wait till you
hear them with the coming Lenten
and Easter music . . . Thank you
Jennifer Force, it can be true.

And when you combine that with
a Praise Team like Ryan & Emily
Jeffries and all the others who
participate, you have one of the
finest — if not the finest — praise
and worship experiences in our
denomination. Yes, it can be true.

When our Region (ABCOPAD)
can bring onto staff a person of
the quality and reputation of a Jeff
Johnson, and add him to Kevin
Walden, Mark Mahserjian-Smith,
Eric Kraihanzel and our Executive
Minister, Frank Frischkorn, you
end up with a Regional staff that is
probably unparalleled in our
denomination’s history. (Check out
the website at ABCOPAD.org.) By
the way, Jeff will be preaching for
us March 20™ And we are trying
to schedule Frank later this year.
After all, BCWC deserves nothing
but the best, and that’s the truth.

Everybody knows that interim
pastors are supposed to build up
the hopes of a congregation in
anticipation of their new coming
pastor. But if you measure the
breadth of experience and the
depth of commitment of your
Search Committee, and sense the
thoroughness of their labors and
the spiritual dedication to the
process they are going through,
you would know they expect the
best days of the BCWC are still
ahead. They really believe it is
true.
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I guess the only thing that could
possibly top all that is the promise
that our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ is coming back again. The
scriptures warn us that it could be
soon, any day now. What a day
that is going to be: when all of
God’s promises to us are
experienced, when all our
questions are answered, when all
of life’s greatest joys are realized,
when our faith will be made
complete, when we will need to
hope no more, when our loved
ones we will see again!

Can it be true? Our first foreign
missionary, Adoniram Judson
said, “The future is as certain as
the promises of God!” Yes, it can
all be true, for those who trust
God, and work for it.
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Schedule of

Worship
Holy Week]

Maundy Thursday

Service
Thurs., April 21, 7 p.m.

Easter Sonrise

Service
Sun., April 24
Time To Be Announced

Resurrection.

Sunday Worship
Sun., April 24, 10:45 a.m.

LENT 2011

Service Topics
7 p.m. Lowry Hall

March 9: Going to Jerusalem,
John 11-12

March 16: The Shepherd Is
Leading, John 10

March 23: The Way Home,
John 14

March 30: The Lesson Within
the Lesson, John 13

April 6: Forced to Worship,
John 12

April 13: Hanging On, John 16

April 21: Maundy Thursday
Jesus Prays for You, John 17

Ecopalms for
Palm Sunday
S T

On Palm Sunday, BCWC will
celebrate with “ecopalms” —
environmentally sustainable
palms from Guatemala and
Mexico.

This convergence of religion
and ecology is taking root amid
heightened environmental
awareness. More than 300
million palm fronds are
harvested each year for U.S.
consumption alone — most of
them for Palm Sunday.

“Most Christians wake up on
Palm Sunday, look at the
beautiful greenery but don’t think
about where it's being grown
and whether forests and people
are being affected,” Glenn Berg-
Moberg, pastor of an 800-
member Lutheran church in St.
Paul, Minnesota, told the Duluth
News Tribune.

The effort in America, promoted
by the Montreal-based
Commission for Environmental
Cooperation and the Rainforest
Alliance in New York, is aimed
at protecting the rain forests in
Guatemala and Mexico.

BCWC has joined the movement
to buy certified palms from
communities using sustainable
forestry practices and improve
the communities’ profit margins,
giving them more incentive to
protect the rain forest instead of
clear-cutting it.
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SAVE THE DATE!
BCWC Vacation
Bible School
Monday, July 18 -
Friday, July 22

Watch for more
information online and
in bulletins.
Please contact
Elberta Clinton at
elbertaf@verizon.net or
610-692-5725 if you are
interested in volunteering.
Sign up soon at
bcwce.org.

Young at Heart

March 15
Doctor Laura Tamakoshi will
share her experiences in
New Guinea

April 19
To Be Announced

May 17
Rainbow Theatre

June 14
Young at Heart Picnic at
Coopersmith Park

Young at Heart meets
the 3" Tuesday of the month
at 10 a.m. for coffee and
fellowship, followed by
lunch and program.
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For the Sanctuowy
April 24, 2011

Your plant(s) may be given in honor of or in
memory of a loved one(s). The cost of the
four- to five-bloom lily is $9.00. The deadline
for ordering will be April 10, 2011. Your
plant(s) may be taken following the worship
service on Easter morning or left for
distribution to our shut-ins or those
hospitalized. Please indicate your preference
below.

Make check payable to: The Baptist Church of
West Chester and give or mail your order and
check to:

Beryl Bradley
1768 Shadyside Road
Downingtown, PA 19335

ENCLOSED IS A CHECK IN THE AMOUNT OF $ FOR
LILY PLANTS GIVEN:
In memory of In honor of: (please indicate which one)
My name is:
I will take plant(s) with me | will leave for distribution

Deliver to (Local Delivery Only Please):




Board of Deacons

Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him. Colossians 3:17

Your deacons thank God for the opportunity to serve
our church family.

Those of us continuing on the Board this year
appreciate, and want to thank, Cliff Erickson and
Boyd Myers for their valuable service as deacons.
They will continue to serve our church in other ways.

Deacons continuing on the board are Paul Banyacski,
Elberta Clinton, Dave and Sandy Stevenson, Glen
Stuart, and Ann Supplee. And we warmly welcome
Ginnie Ashton who is rejoining the Board.

The Diaconate is currently planning for the Maundy
Thursday and Easter Sonrise services. We also are in
the process of reorganizing and revising our “church
family care ministry.”

The Board is very pleased that Pastor Dan has again
agreed to conduct Wednesday evening services
during the Lenten season. These services will begin
on Ash Wednesday, March 9 at 7 p.m.

The deacons are very grateful for Pastor Dan’s
leadership as our interim pastor and his willingness to
help our Board and our church family in any way that
he can.

As your deacons, we prayerfully look forward to
serving our Lord Jesus Christ together with you.

Paul Banyacski

Ink Jet Cartridges

Recycle the cartridges
and help the youth.

Place your cartridges in the box in Lowry Hall marked
“Empties4cash.” The money goes toward food and
aid for youth trips. Ask your family, friends and co-
workers if you can have their empty cartridges, too.
Thanks for your support! ©

Board of Missions

AMERICA FOR CHRIST
OFFERING 2011

' § AMERICA
' FOR CHRIST

OFFERING

2011

MATTHEW 935

“Then Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom,
and curing every disease and every sickness.”
Matthew 9:35 (NRSV)

With his hands, Jesus touched, comforted, prayed
and blessed people. The power in His hands
restored sight, healed the lame, and fed 5,000.

Today our personal walk with the Lord enables us
to serve God by serving our neighbors. Christ’s
power is felt, when we step into the lives of those
around us with a helping hand and message of
hope.

In 2011 many people in our own country are suffer-
ing from hunger, loss of jobs, and poor health. Our
AMERICA FOR CHRIST gifts support mission
on our doorstep — from Alaska to Florida and in
Puerto Rico — that offer the cup of cold water in
Jesus’ name and work to improve living conditions.

Our AMERICA FOR CHRIST gifts support Christ-
centered ministries that
e Provide evangelism training
e Develop church renewal and discipleship
resources for churches
e Fight poverty
e and so much more

Please read the bulletin inserts beginning on
February 27 and give as you are able.



Children & Family
Ministries

We have many exciting plans coming up for our
BCWC children and families. In the works for this
spring: Pre-VBS bash where children and their
families are invited to come and get a sneak peak
into this year's VBS theme, a creative worship
evening in May where we will be discovering
different forms of worship (including laser stars!),
and an end of the school year bash in June!

KidMo! continues our weekly explorations into the
adventures and richness of the scriptures.
Meanwhile our Pre-K/K class is going to embark on
a journey through the New Testament.

As plans are finalized, keep an attentive eye on
bulletin and email updates for dates and times.

Vica Shaffer
Director of Children and Family Ministries

@

THE® FACT: Inthe U.S., 14
million children live in
PR®JECT poverty.

Remember how quickly coins can add up?

BCWC is joining other American Baptist churches
across the U.S. to raise at least 14 million pennies
to fight child poverty. The total raised as of
February 18 was an impressive 4,682,050 pennies.

Where did the idea begin? With the youth of First
Baptist Church in New London, NH, who raised
60,000 pennies to represent the number of children
living in poverty in their state.

At BCWC we began our own focus on The Penny
Project last fall. By Christmas we had a total of
$88.80, which we donated to the Children in
Poverty Fund of American Baptist Churches of
PA/DE.

The Penny Project container is out again —in
Lowry Hall following worship. And it’s already
almost half full. Pennies, other coins, and even
dollars accepted! Let’s fill it up to help fight
childhood poverty!

BCWC Women’s Ministries

“Girls’ Night In/Out” — Friday, March 18
7 p.m.in Lowry Hall

Mark your calendar and plan to come to this “first-
ever” night for BCWC women — college-age to 100!
Come at 7 p.m. and stay as long as you like —
overnight accommodations provided.

Thanks to Samantha Stiner of our Praise Team for
suggesting this time of fun, food, and relaxing
together, which was a huge success at her home
church. We anticipate that some college students
will join us. What can you expect? Movies. Games.
Getting to know each other. A bit of pampering,
which we all can enjoy. Hope to see you there!

BCWC Women’s Annual Spring Banquet —
Friday, May 6

We're pleased to announce that a small group of
the well known “49’ers” will perform this year. And
they’ve promised us an opportunity to sing along on
some tunes. Note the date now so you don’t miss
the Spring Banquet.

Exploring Christian
Ministries Conference

March 18-20, 2011
Palmer Seminary, Eastern University
St. Davids, PA

Do you or someone you know wonder if God is
calling you to Christian ministry? The Exploring
Christian Ministries Conference in March offers the
opportunity to explore that question. The
conference is designed to provide guidance
through sessions and workshops that address such
guestions as "Whom Does God Call?", "How Does
God Call?" and "When Does God Call?"

As members of the Board of Missions worked on
the 2011 Missions Budget, we felt led to establish
a fund to pay all expenses to this conference. If
you are interested, please contact Josh Yarnall for
details at jayarnall@gmail.com.
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BCWC Outreach Team

What is the “Outreach Team”? It is a new group at
BCWC that has met only three times so far. We met
in August, September, and October but took a break
through the holidays. We plan on kicking it back up
this month and developing a lot of ideas. We pray that
God will continue to bless our BCWC family and
increase attendance at worship and all events.

What we hope to accomplish...

e Encourage outreach in all things (get everyone
on board)

e Support current ministries

o Encourage new ministries
Have every board, committee, and member
thinking about ways to reach out to the
community for their ministry

o Be the “go to” people for ideas and
organization (if needed), but mostly be
outreach focused

o Help recruit workers (if needed)

o Develop a “follow-up” plan for visitors
Encourage the congregation to be more
inviting and help people make connections to
the BCWC family

o Have a monthly “family event” to invite people
in all walks of life to join in the fun and
hopefully join our fellowship

Would you like to join the team? Here is what is
needed...

e Prayer warriors (People willing to pray
specifically for outreach, the team, and BCWC)

e Visionaries (People who can brainstorm ideas,
discuss, and develop strategies)

e Technology coordinator (Website updates,
weekly emails to all on our list that bring you
right to our website, current pictures,
Facebook page)

e Brochures (Help to develop brochures or flyers
for events to give to congregation to distribute
to friends, family, and neighbors.)

Here are some highlights from the Outreach Team...

e The team helped with several monthly events
like the “Summer Sundaes” CE event in

August, as well as the Youth Mission Trip
Presentation in October. The team also
helped the men with November’s Thanksgiving
meal and mission.

e The team developed flyers for these events,
as well as the Christmas Cantata.

Please pray for this team and all the mighty things
God can do! We give Him all the glory!

With joy,
Caron Cramer ©
Outreach Team Director

Food Bank Collection
for Salvation Army

First & third Sundays of the month

There is an urgent need
for the following items:
infant formula, baby foods, canned meats,
soup, peanut butter, jelly,
cereal, and paper products.

Thank you to Melissa Myers for coordinating
the Food Bank Collection.

Schedule for
Area Nursing Home
Worship Services

March 27
June 26

Medical Equipment
Available

The Trustees have a small inventory of medical
equipment available for loan. Please contact Bill
Moyer or one of the Trustees for arrangements and
a list of equipment items to borrow.



Youth News

We’ve had a lot of fun with our monthly events
recently! We went Christmas caroling in December
at the Harrison House in Coatesville, singing and
sharing with Betty and Dan Facciolli, Millie Hayes,
and many of their friends at their residence. We
also had three of our youth participate in the West
Chester Christmas Parade (Andrew Johnson,
Andrew Stuart, & Kenyon Wicks) with the BCWC
nativity float. At the end of December, we had our
annual bowling outing. Hey, are those youth giving

Andrew Stuart, Andrew Johnson, Caron Cramer,
& Dave Stevenson at the bowling alley

In January, we had our annual ice skating event

at “Iceline.” Several BCWC friends joined Andrew
Johnson & Kenyon Wicks for lunch and Tom & Jen
Force continued the fun with us skating, too! What
fun!

February kicked off with our Super Bowl party at the
Stuarts’ home. Thank you Glen & Sue for hosting!

Pictured above are Andrew Stuart (with dog,
Charlie), Caron Cramer, Andrew Johnson,
Kenyon Wicks, and Leah Cramer.

Thank you for your donations on Super Bowl
Sunday for the “Souper Bowl of Caring”! We
collected approximately 30 cans of soup for the
Salvation Army and $163.04 for Safe Harbor.
Nationwide there were 8,579 groups that
participated and raised $7,502,577 as of February
15. To learn more about this organization, go to
their website (souperbowl.org). Thanks for making
this another successful year in helping those in
need!

Did you see ‘r “fémous” air hockey talz;lé in
the youth room (pictured above)?

The air hockey table was acquired from a former
Dallas Cowboy’s player, Erik Williams, at a public
auction in one of his homes in Malvern.
(continued on page 8)



(continued from page 6)

(He played in the early nineties; 3 Super Bowls;
#79). Dave Stevenson and | attended the auction
and as you can see, the youth room now has a
great air hockey table! If you want to hear the fun,
crazy story about how we got it, just ask!© We are
accepting donations to help with the cost of the
table (even if you are not a Cowboys’ fan!). The
youth (and leaders) are already enjoying it!

As you can see by the following schedule, we will
be attending a mission trip close to home this
summer. (Elizabethtown, PA). Our hope is to save
some traveling money in order to attend the
American Baptist National Youth Gathering in
Colorado in 2012. Please pray for us as we prepare
to serve those in need. We praise God for these
opportunities we have to be a witness for Him in all
we do. Thank you BCWC family for your continued
support and love!

Serving the Lord with joy! ©
Carow Cramer

Schedule for Youth Group
February Agr_ll

20"  Youth Group (YG) 3 YG

27" No YG 17" YG

March May

6" YG 1% YG

17"™  Concert? (TBA) 15" YG

20" YG 20" YG

June

5 All church picnic at Hoopes Park. No
evening Youth Group.

12 Youth Group picnic

27 — 29" Beach trip to the Pyles’ home in
Bethany Beach, DE

July
18-22 Vacation Bible School (VBS). All youth are

welcome to help with this fun ministry.
31-Aug 6 “Group Workcamp” Mission Trip to
Elizabethtown, PA.

Youth Group (YG) is from 5:30-8 p.m. on Sunday
evenings, dinner included. Friends are always
welcome! Any questions or if rides are needed,
contract Caron Cramer 610-873-8535 (hm.) or
webcramers@verizon.net. Visit us at www.bcwc.org.

Chester County Food Bank receives
$250,000 from Chester County
Commissioners through Community
Development Block Grant

WEST CHESTER _ The Chester County Food Bank
received a $250,000 Community Development Block
Grant through the Chester County Commissioners.
The money will be used to cover the purchase of the
Food Bank’s warehouse, offices and commercial
kitchen in Downingtown. The purchase of the property
allows the food bank to drastically reduce its annual
expenses and continue to direct 95 % of all monetary
donations to the organization’s mission of providing
food for those who need it in Chester County.

“In the two years that the Chester County Food Bank
has been established, the board members, staff and
volunteers have created an organization that is
incredibly effective in meeting the increasing needs of
households in Chester County that don’t have enough
food,” said Commissioner Chair Terence Farrell.
Commissioner Kathi Cozzone added, “l am pleased
that we can provide these funds to the Food Bank in
support of their effort to help families, seniors and
children who don’t have enough to eat. These funds
will eliminate the need to pay rent and allow the staff
and volunteers to focus on delivering the help so
desperately needed, rather than spending valuable
time and resources on operating expenses.”

The Food Bank serves 34,000 Chester County house-
holds. The number of families served has increased
by 2,000 in the past two years. In 2010, 44 farms and
135 raised beds provided fresh produce for the Food
Bank - totaling more than 135,000 pounds of produce.

The Food Bank’s commercial kitchen helps preserve
fresh fruit and vegetables so that they are available to
families year-round. Larry Welsch, Food Bank
Manager, said, “We are grateful to the Commissioners
and to Pat Bokovitz and his staff in Community
Development for awarding us this significant grant.
We also appreciate the County’s on-going support
through the Department of Human Services. “The
purchase of the warehouse, offices and commercial
kitchen means that more Food Bank programs can be
financed — including programs where ‘people serve
people’ throughout the county. It will also allow us to
focus on supplying food and goods for the 27 food
cupboards and 41 meal sites that provide food
throughout the county to those who need it.”
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Coming to BCWC Friday, April 8"

PHREDD from “The Kids’ Cookie Break”
(Lancaster’s Christian Radio Station WJTL)

6:30 pm

Phredd is a musician who has a heart for God and for kids.
Check out his website at phreddcentral.com/about/

He creates an atmosphere of fun and worship for kids and their families.
His enthusiasm is contagious!

This night, we’ll also be introducing our Vacation Bible School Program for
the summer. Save the date: July 18-22, 2011 for our “Beach Bash”!

Come and enjoy the evening! Bring a friend and their family, too!
Please RSVP to Caron Cramer by April 2"
(webcramers@verizon.net or 610-873-8535)
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Notes from the History Committee

January 21, 1911

From the Daily Local News

Pastor Simpson a Runner.
Rev. Arthur H. Simpson, pastor of the First Baptist Church, who is an active member of the Business Men’s Class at the
Young Men’s Christian Association, enjoys an old-time record as a runner. In Colgate College, Hamilton, N. Y., he was
the best runner and jumper. Later, when he preached in Syracuse, all the Baptist churches and the Sunday schools
used to hold annual picnics together, and one of the features was the running match in which the pastors and
superintendents took part. After the others found that Mr. Simpson could easily outrun them, they used to form a solid
line with him behind them, and give him no room to pass as they jogged along toward the goal, and this made much
amusement for spectators.
(In 1915, Rev. Simpson left the First Baptist church in West Chester to be the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of
Pottstown after serving here 8 years.)

January 26, 1911
From the Daily Local News
For the past twenty or so years, the congregation of the First Baptist Church, this borough, have discussed the question
of securing a parsonage for their pastor, with more or less discussion and then things cooled off and no definite action
taken, the matter being given some attention during the pastorate of Rev. James Trickett, Rev. Alfred Harris, Rev. Wm.
E. Cornwell, Rev. George H. Trapp, Rev. Wm E. Needham, Rev. J. H. Chambers, Rev. Joshua E. Wills, and now lately
renewed since the coming to town from Mansfield, Pa., the present pastor, Rev. Arthur H. Simpson, who has moved
several times and urgently expressed the despite that the church should have a permanent home for the minister.

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS
Within the past month, the question has again been presented and though there were some who hesitated in the taking
of action at this time, a committee was appointed to select a house and to secure best price.

At a special business meeting of the congregation held in the lecture room, last evening, after a short prayer and praise
service, the committee on subscriptions reported that over $1400 have been subscribed, and it is expected that at least
$2000 will soon be obtained for the parsonage.

The committee to select the parsonage made repot on the location, the condition, and the price of several dwellings on
South High and South Walnut Streets.

THE PARSONAGE SELLECTED
After some discussion of the question as to how the parsonage should be paid for, the manner in which possession
should be made, and other things were decided upon, Dr. George Morris Philips offered a resolution that the Trustees of
the Church take suitable action to purchase the new house of Herbert C. Smith, No 514 South Walnut street.

It is proposed to use the subscriptions in cash payment on the house, and then borrow the balance needed from the
Building and Loan Association, paying off the debt, in the usual way by small monthly payments, while the water rent,
taxes, insurance, will amount to about sixty dollars per year.

The argument is advance that the church will be given a better standing in the community by its owning its parsonage,
and it is a great comfort to the pastor to know that a nice home is provided for him and that he is not compelled to move
from time to time.

The committee will get busy at once, and it is suggested that the official warming of the new parsonage be made quite a
marked affair in the history of the church — a matter long delayed.

OTHER BUSINESS
Besides the question of the parsonage, two persons came before the church for membership, one being a former
member of Windsor Baptist Church, Upper Uwchlan, and the other being a young man, who was recently converted and
will be baptized, in the near future.

This evening the Ushers’ Union will be the quests of Albert Biles, on North Walnut Street.
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March

Tom Frame

Glen Stuart
Suzanne Webster
Kitty Dunlap
Kevin Yarnall
Linda Moyer
Mary Sanders
Kristin Huss
Andrew Johnson
April Melson
Dylan Merlino
Boyd Myers
Andrew Stuart
Ashley Barnett
Dena Colson
Bobbi Clubb
Richard Webster
Marian Schrader
Debra Huss

Kierah Wicks

Did we miss you or your
loved one’s birthday? We're

13
13
15
15
16
18
21
21
22
22
24
24
24
26
30
31
31

sorry. Please let the office know

and we’ll correct our error
immediately.

Please remember to give us

your change of email or home

address.

Fran Homer

Nancy Johnson
Charles Stuart
Matthew Nagler
Roberta Carpenter
Dana Babel

Daniel Weishampel
Brian Devine
Megan Schoch
Jim Layton

Vica Shaffer
Bertha Davis
Stephanie Webster
Anthony Klucznik
Chloe Colson
Charles Barnett
Virginia Newill
Christina Fisher
Marianne Koval
Hazel Lovell
Marsha Guie
Eloise Parry
Kathryn Campbell
Amanda Carpenter
Steven Kennedy

Amanda Nagler
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12
14
16
17
18
18
19
19
20
22
23
23
24
24
25
26
26
28
28
28
30

May
Sam Seibert 1
Ginnie Ashton 2
Barbara Myers 3
May Ashbrook 4
Kenyon Wicks 4
Bea Conner 5
Nathaniel Barnett 8
Bob Wilson 9
Quenetta Sprague 10
Mary Helen Barnett 12
Emily Struthers 12
Dan Facciolli 14
Payne Norris 14
Evan Campbell 15
David Stuart 16
Dave Ludeker 20
Eleanor Heaton 21
Christina Barnett 24
Beryl Bradley 26
William Englehart 27
Bill Moyer 27
Deborah Parsons 27
Mackenzie Weiler 29

Edna Matthews

Harrison Senior Living
300 Strode Ave., Apt. 425
Coatesville, PA 19320
484-288-8145 (new)



